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HAT the Thanks of this Houſe be 
given to the Reverend Doctor John 
Chapman, for the Sermon by him preached 
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before this Hauſe Yeſterday: at St. Mar. 0 
geret's, Weſtminſter; and that he be de- 


: 
11 ſired to print the ſame; and that Mr. Joly N 
The: Pitt, Mr. Carew, the Lord Sidney * 5 


erk, and Brigadier General Onfow, d 
acquaint him therewith. 
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As free, and yet) not uf 2g Liberty 
for a Chak (pe) ne ui „ but as 


the Servants of G OD. 


HE Liberty, to which the A- 
poſtle refers immediately in this 
Paſſage, as poſſeſsd at that time 
by the Chriſtian Diſciples, was 
purely of the ſpiritual or reli- 
gie kind, ſuch only as came directly from 
their new Profeſſion, and was the natural Ef- 
fect of the mere Light and Privileges of the 
Goſpel. In a civil View, they acquir'd from 
thence no Liberties extraordinary, being equally, 
with others, ſubje& till to the Governments 
under which they liv'd, and to no leſs Meaſures 
cf Obedience than they were before, having 
moreover Apoſtolical Injunctions to enforce it. 
B But 
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But, in other reſpects, they had gain'd a new 
| Freedom, to wit, from the Fewiſh Ordinances 
| of one Side, and from Gentile Superſtitions and 
| 


| : 9 Blindneſs on the other; and beſides this, a Free- 
ö dom likewife in the inner Man, that is, an ex- 
ö traordinary Elevation and Firmneſs of Mind in 
| | the Cauſe of Truth, againſt” the Terrors or 
| | Allurements of the World to Evil, and a freſh 
Vigour in the rational Powers of the Soul, againſt 8 
ö ES the ſenſual Law of their Members, againſt the | 28 
natural Violence of Luſts and Paſſions, which E 
now, by the regenerating Aids of the Holy Spi- 
rit, were ſtript of their former Dominion,, and 
reducible, in all true Believers, under a due 
Command of Religion and Conſcience. - Hence 
it was, that our Saviour told the Jes ſo empha- 


tically (Fobn viii. 32.), that the Truth, of which 
himſelf was now the Preacher, would make them 


Free; and St. James, after him, termed the Goſ- 
pel, the Law of perfect Liberty, i Li... 
But tho' ſuch was the particular Senſe of the 
Word Liberty, in my Text, yet St, Peter's Ad- 
monition upon it was defigned, no doubt, to be 
; general, extending to every Species or. Notion 
of Liberty, and to all deceitful Abuſes -of that 
| 5 Name to any ill Purpoſes, as a Cloak of Ma- 
 liciouſneſs, i. e. a Maſk to Impiety and Iniquity, 
Not that under this Caution the Apoſtle in- 
BET , | tended 
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tended to depreciate the Value, or dimiaiſh a 
juſt: Eſteem of true ciuil Liberty, any more 
than religious ; this certainly was far from his 
Thoughts : He knew how ftrongly and copi- 


ouſly all the Oppoſites of ſuch Liberty, Oppreſ- 
ſions, Exactions, Captivity and Servitude were 
repreſented by the Fewiſh Prophets, as the ſoreſt 


Calamities, and the moſt expreſſive of God's 
Diſpleaſure to a People. And he knew alſo, 
we may preſume, from his own Obſervation. 
ans Reflection, that Liberty, under certain Re- 
gulations, was the Right and Ornament of hu- 
man Nature, a primary End and eſſential Fe- 
licity of national Communities. Accordingly, 
we may obſerve in the Paſſage before us, he 
does not debar the Chriſtians from being free 
in any Way, if they did but act at the ſame 
time as Servants gf Gad. within the Limits of 
all Duties in the Chriſtian Life, and a due Sub- 
miſſion to the civil Laws and Powers over them: 
While their Liberty or Affections to it remained 
under that wholeſome Diſcipline, neither he 
nor the Holy Spirit by which he wrote, would 


- Interpoſe againſt it. But then he was alſo aware, 


that as the natural Principles and Paſſions of 
Men lay all on this Side, the Biaſs towards Li- 
berty from thence was ſo ſtrong and impetuous, 


that in order to preſerye the publick Happineſs, 
and 


B 2 
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and the publick Virtue in the Uſe i or Purſuit of 
it, there was more Need of Rules for its Di- 
rection, and of Curbs upon its Motions, than 
of any new Force or Impulſe to its Activity. 

Nor was this a mere Surmiſe of the Apoſtle's, 
without too much Experience of former times 
to confirm it, and too clear a Foreſight of the 
like Miſcarriages in ſucceeding, Korah and his 
Company were flagrant Examples of this Sort 
in the ſacred Hiſtory, mutinying againſt Moſes 
and Aaron, tho' acting ſo viſibly with a full di- 
vine Commiſſion, yet, as taking too much upon 
them, and hifting up tbemſelves unwarrantably 
above all the Congregation, For which Preſump- 
tion, we find thoſe Men ſuffered a Fate without 
a Parallel by the Hand of God, Numb. xvi. And 
we learn from other good Authorities , that 
many States in the Heathen World, while en- 
joying in Fact the moſt perfect Freedom and 
Proſperity, could be work d up by ſubtle Incen- 
diaries, into Jealouſies of Men, who were the 


LE io ee WH Ie ct, 


| (*) 4ri/forle in his curious Treatiſe of Politics, gives ſeveral re- 
3 markable Inſtances to this Purpoſe, adding withal this general 
Reflection, EN Y of j νον TaV Tugeyyey ve 
21 Iueyoyer, &s iin, aioTW)isis in Ts quae Ts 
iA, Ariftot. Polit. I. V. Capp. 5. 6. & c. x. p. 625. Ed. 
| Heinſ. Diadorus Siculus relates the ſame of Agathecles in Sicily, 
| J. xix. and Lucian of Phalaris, in his Phalaris i. and Dio. Caf, | 
of Jul. Cæſar. 1. 38. p. 58—67. Ed. 1606. | 
| beſt 
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beſt of Citizens, - and into panical Fears of De- 


ſigns upon them, which -were wholly viſionary 
and chimerical ; till at laſt their ſeditious Fury 
againſt imaginary Enemies overturned the happy 
Polity for which the Storm was raiſed, and fix d 
a real Load of numberleſs Evils upon their 
Necks, from thoſe very Men, who were deem'd 
their Deliverers. 

Neither was it hard to conceive, even iht 
the Apoſtle's Inſight into Futurity, that tho 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, from its own Nature, 
might promiſe an Extinction of all Makciouſ- 
neſs among Believers, yet when once it became 
diffus'd thro' vaſt Multitudes of People, and 
profeſs d by whole Nations, and when ſecular 
Views of Honours, and Riches, and Power, 
ſhould once operate vigorouſly on Men's Paſ- 
ſions, while Numbers tank the Name of Chriſt 
more by Cuſtom and Education, than real Prin- 
ciple and Affection; and when to all this, Vari- 
eties of Diviſions and Parties ſhould generate 
flaming Animoſities and violent Contentions, 
then would numerous Cas of Maliciouſneſs 
appear even in the Chriſtian World, and moſt 
— 5 that of Liberty, among the reſt, on 
account of its particular Speciouſneſs and Po- 
pularity. For as Liberty itſelf has a Paſſion 


for it deeply riveted in almoſt every Heart, 
2 with 


— 


N 

with the Voice of Nature and Reaſon to plead 
earneſtly in its Favour, ſo the very Sound is 

awakening and captivating to a high Degree, 
and all Repreſentations of wiclable Rights to 

this or that Portion, of unwarrantable Encroach- 

ments pon it, and of infallible Expedients for 

it, are Topicks the moſt plauſible and inſinuat- 

ing, and ſure to be heard with the cloſeſt At- 
tention. Such a Maſ# therefore, to enterprizing 
Spirits, could not fail of being aſſumed at one 
Juncture or other; under every Form and every 
Adminiſtration of a Church or Government, 
ſuch Defects are incident to the very beſt, that 
it might be eaſily furniſhed with ſome fair Pre- 
tences; and then artful Men would not be 
wanting to join loudly in the Clamour, as a 
Screen and Inſtrument to their own lucrative 
Intrigues. Uneaſineſſes indeed there might be on 
this Head, with good Foundation, in many obvi- 
ous Caſes; and where the Evil is grievous or 
threatning, to oppoſe it in a regular Way, might 
be extremely laudable; but this often is not the 
Caſe; and where little or no Ground for it ſub- 
ſiſted, the Seeds of Diſcontent and Faction may 
be plentifully diſſeminated by thoſe, who nurſe 
them up only for a good Harveſt to themſelves. 
Thus we find, within a Century from our A- 
poſtle, ſome there were under the Name of 
_ Chriſtians, 


aA 
bs. 


me ) 


Chriſtians, who turning the Grace F God into 
Laſeiviouſneſs, declared themſelves free by the 
Goſpel, to do whatever pleas'd their Facies 


beſt *; and others dgpiſng Dominions, and impa- 


tient for Miſchief and Spoil, were buſy in per- 


ſuading the People, that all Government was 


merely a Contrivance of evil Spirits t. And 
thus alſo in later Times, the bleſſed Reforma- 


tion from Popiſh Tyranny and Superſtition had 


no ſooner rais'd its Head in Germany, and ſhed 
a new raviſhing Light on ſeveral Regions of 
Darkneſs, but a Set of Enthuſiaſts, with a fran- 


tick Zeal for extravagant Liberties, Religious 
and Civil, excited horrid Inſurrections againſt the 


Magiſtracies, Nobility and ' Gentry ; and after 
waſting whole Countries with Rapine and Maſ- 


ſacres, aſpired, at length, to nothing leſs than 
Crowns and Sceptres for their Leaders +. So 
deluſive, in ſome Inſtances, may prove Alarms 
for Liberty, and ſo utterly deſtructive to it in 


the Iſſue; while one by the Cry ſhall mean 


only Dominion to himſelf; another vaſt Accu- 


2 nern &@s  netiens 4 ance ar theriowouv. "Theodorer. 


Hret. Fab. I. 1. p. 193. Ed. Sirm. Conf. Clem. Alex. Strom. 
1. 3. p. 523. Ed. Oxon. : | 


(t) Iren. J. v. c. 24. Ed. Ben. 

(+) See Jacob. Perizon, Hiſt. SC. xvi. p. 1 Sleidan. 
Commentar. 1. v. p. 117-138, 1. 10. p. 267-282. Edit. Ar- 
gentorat. 8 vo. | 


mulations 


I 8 
mulations of Wealth; a third, Revolutions 'f 
Government to his own Syſter- of Politics; a 
fourth, the Eſtabliſhment of his own Reveries 
in Religion; and a fifth, a full 3 in 


Libertiniſm; and all with a profound Diffi- 


mulation af; the real Views and Motives to 
each, under the Guiſe of diſintereſted Zeal for 
the publick Good, for unalienable Rights of 
Mankind, for the Honour of and divine 
Truth, and a perfect Reformation of Doctrine, 
Worſhip, and Diſcipline in the Church. But 
at the ſame time, notwithſtanding theſe ſpeci- 
ous Pretences, no Principles of Virtue and Reli- 
gion, and no Pleas of Right and Wrong, which 
ſtand in their Way, ſhall obſtruct the Schemes 
of theſe Men, or divert them from their dar- 
ling Point; this laſt is alone the Idol which 
they adore, and ſhall be made the only ruling 
Principle of their Actions; and every other Di- 


ctate interfering with this, either of Reaſon or 


Scripture, of Juſtice or Equity, Sobriety or 
Charity, ſhall loſe all Authority with them, 
and be treated with Neglect and Scorn. Such 
a Complication of Mablicibuſneſ may be cloaked 
under the Veil of Liberty; and ſo much Cauſe 
did a Senſe of human Weakneſs and Corrup- 
tions adminiſter to the Apoſtle's Injunction. 


Well 


4 


1 


Well therefore might he caution all Chriſti- 
ans, however fre, or deſirous to be ſo, to act 


4 Servants of God; that is, as Men-acknow- 
ledging an eternal independent Being above 
them, of Power, Wiſdom, and Holineſs infi- 


nite, the Author of their Exiſtence, and the 
Sovereign Governour of the Univerſe; whoſe 
Eye is ever open upon them, and at whoſe 


Tribunal they will one Day be ſummon d to 
the ſtricteſt Account for all the Actions of this 


Life. And conſequently, whoſe Laws, either 


of Nature or Revelation, they muſt receive with 
the deepeſt Reverence, and obſerve with the ut- 


moſt Diligence. So that whateyer Liberties we 
poſſeſs or purſue on Earth, they are ſtill to be 
univerſally regulated by Cbriſtian Principles, 


and conducted by Chriſtian Prudence; never 


urg' d in Violation of true Religion, and never 


treſpaſſing on Evangelical Duties of Morality, 
if we regard at all the Name of our Profeſſion, 


the Favour of Almighty God, and our on 


future Salvation. 
And happy had it been for theſe Kingdoms, 


if. our Fathers had ſteadily adhered to this Pre- 
cept! Neither they had long groan'd under a 


diſmal Series of Bloodſhed and Confuſion, nor 


their Succeſſors remember'd thoſe Days with 


Sorrow and Abhorrence. Days fatal no leſs to 
„ th 


F 


(10) 
the eſſential Authority of our Laws, to the 
deareſt Liberties of the Subject, to the juſt Pri- 

vileges of the Commons, and the Hereditary 
Honours of the Nobility, than to the Crown 
itſelf and the Head that wore it. An Army, 
not a C Power, had now the Sovereign Rule 
of the three Kingdoms ; that Army, which be- 
fore had, in effect, cruſh'd both Houſes by 
military Violence, excluding the Peers wholly 
from their Seats, and purging the Commons at 
Will, by a Guard at their Doors : And who 
thus, by ſuppreſſing a Convention in one Houſe, 
and forming. a Junto in the other, produced the 
final Reſolution for the Impeachment of the 
King, a High Court of Juſtice for his Trial, 
and an Ax for the impious Murder of his Per- 
ſon. From henceforth it was the Sword, un- 
der no ſuperior Controul, - which determin'd 
Right and Wrong, and gave Law to the whole 
Nation ; all now lay wholly at the Mercy of 
Cromwell; and he who had- been the loudeſt 
for a Commonwealth, and took now the Pro- 
tection of it upon himſelf, deſtroyed its very Be- 
ing in a Tyranny of his own, the moſt deſpotic 
and oppreſſive that was ever exercis d in Britain. 
Thus ended a flagrant Rebellion for ideal 
Liberties; in an Iſſue, however, as I have 
hinted above, which has uſually pov the Con- 


ſequence 


Ca). 


So of Communities for that Prize; ſh: 1234 
and proſecuted, with thoſe Circumſtances of 
Licenſe and Outrage. By which Sentence I d6 
not mean to condemn the firſt Murmurs of 
the People, or the firſt Motions of the Par- 
liament againſt unwarrantable Acts of Power 
and Strains of the Prerogative, by ill Ad- 
vice; which indeed had drawn Cenſure and 
Oppoſition from Men of the beſt Affections 
to the King and the Conſtitution. While 
therefore real Grievances only were the Subject 
of Complaint, and the Methods offered for Re- 
dreſs were legal and regular, no wiſe Man could 
be offended with their Vigour and Reſolution. 
The Houſes acted fo far as faithful Counſellors 
to the King, of one Hand, and as Guardians 
to the Subject of the other, But alas! our An- 
nals will not ſuffer us to diſown, that Men 
there were in thoſe great Bodies; Who had 
worſe Things in View; whoſe Aim was not 
to heal any preſent Diſorders, but to create far 
greater; not to remedy a few Grievances, but 
to remove Foundations. ; not to gain only reaſon- 
able Securities for the People, but a total Diſſo- 
Jution of the Civil Eſtabliſhment. Theſe Men, 
few in Number originally, had in their Wiſhes 
and Deſigns laid the Ax very early to the Root 
of our Conſtitution ;' they were fix'd on new 
Models of Church and State, which were now 
e to 
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to be 100 on the Ruins of 8 old Frame ot 


both; and this End they kept perpetually in 


View, and directed invariably their whole pub- 


lic Conduct towards it. At the ſame time, 
they were Men too deep in Politics to be found 
in Virtue, too zealous for projected Convulſions, 
to be true Servants of God, or Diſciples of Chriſt. 
This gave a large Scope for their Talents to 


Miſchief, and full Room for all Means to ac- 


compliſh it, But the Work was unwieldy and 
dangerous, and required Varieties - of Con- 


junctures and Engines, with the utmoſt Stretch 


of Sagacity, Diflimulation, and Induftry to 


effect it: Such Advantages, however, did fall 


in their Way, and they conſtantly improv'd 


every one with a marvellous e to their 


own Purpoſes. : | 
But it would carry me too 15 to enumerate 


the many Arts of Addreſs, the Trains of In- 
flammation to both Houſes, the fallacious Co- 


lourings and Diſguiſes, together with the dark 
Reſerves and ſecret Mines to the grand Deſign, 


by which the Populace were ripen'd into Fac- 
tion, and the Houſes blown up into Combuſti- 


on. I would only -obſerve ſo much of thoſe 


Times, as may ſhew the true Cauſes and fla- 


gitious Nature of the following Confuſions, as 


Reaſons for lamenting and deteſting the Tragedy 


5 (15), 
of theſe Days. If reaſonable Conceſſions from 
the Crown, and Securities to. the Rights of the 
Subject, had been the only Things attempted, 
or in View, all that was ever aſked of 5his Kind, 
had been amply granted long before the Wars. 
Even in 1640, both Houſes had themſelves de- 
clared, upon the Royal Aſſent to a Bill of great 
Importance, that | ** they had now provided 
< ſufficiently for the Security of the Common- 
ce wealth, and that nothing remained to be 
« done, but ſuch a Return of Duty and Gra- 
e titude to the King, as might teſtify their 
<< Devotions to him.” After which ſeveral 
other Bills of no leſs Moment were paſs'd in 
the ſame Year,” to the great Eaſe and univerſal 
Satisfaction of the Nation. Nor do we find, 
from this Time to the breaking out of the War, 
one Treſpaſs upon the Laws. of the Land, or 
one Act of Oppreſſion upon the Subject, com- 
mitted by the King W or by his Influ- 
ene. | 
But the orand Provetties,| were not « to be 
pacified and defeated; therefore new Alarms 
againſt Papiſts and Malignants were to be ſound- 
ed among the Vulgar, new Plots againſt the 
Parliament to be rung through the Nation, 
with groſs Calumnies on the King, as the Head 


of all; and freſh Outcries againſt Prelacy and 
2 Superſtition 


* 
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Superſtition i in the were to thunder at 
Whiteball and Weltminfter.. Hence were daily 
fomented the moſt riotous Tumults of the 
Rabble, upon the Court and both Houſes ; and 
all Nobles or Commons, who oppoſec rods Diſ- 
orders, as moſt of them did, were vilified out- 
rageouſly, and menaced with the worſt of Treat- 
ment for Delinquency. And when at laſt by 
ſuch Terror and Violence both Houſes were 
thin'd ſufficiently, to much leſs than a Moiety 
of the regular Conſtituents, then viſionary 
Dangers to the State, and fictitious Conſpiracies 
againſt the Parliament, were made the Ground 
of high Demands upon the King, to which in Ho- 
nour and Conſcience he could not ſubmit; and 
then again his Non- compliance with thoſe De- 
mands became the Pretext to thoſe Remnants of 
the Houſes for aſſuming new Powers, even of 
Sovereignty itſelf, unwarranted by Precedent, 
and repugnant to the Britiſb Conſtitution. By 
their ſingle Authority, they placed a Guard of 
their on about the Tower, voided all former 
Commiſſions to Lieutenants of Counties, inhi- 
bited the City Juſtices of the Peace from 
acting in their Office againſt Riots, put the 
whole Navy under their own Direction, were 
drawing the Militia of ſeveral Counties into 
their own Hands, had ſeiz'd Garriſons and Ma- 


gazines, 


% 


. 


gazines; of which the Right was s veſted: in the 


«King ; and for a finiſhing Stroke, reſolved the 


Law of the Land into a bare Vote of thoſe 
garbled Houſes. Theſe were ſad Preſages of 
future Contentione, and muſt appear to diſpaſ- 
fionate Men, to be juſt Grounds of Jealouſy 
and Alarm to the Throne, as: being viſible and 
bold Intrenchments upon the Regal Authority. 


However, all theſe Things were done, while 
the King remained quiet in Retirement, with- 


out attempting one Act of Hoſtility againſt the 
Houſes, or making the leaſt Armament for War 
in this Noiſe and Approach of it. What he 
laboured in repeated Meſſages, with the greateſt 
Earneſtneſs and moſt pathetic Eloquence, was 
a Re- eſtabliſhment of Order and Peace, on any 
Terms conſiſtent with his own Dignity, and 
the legal Conſtitution. He would have buried 
(as he publickly declared) all Reſentments of 
paſt Tranſactions, and ſacrificed every private 
Intereſt of his own, within the Limits above, 


to prevent the Broils and Effuſion of Blood, 
. which now threatened the Kingdom. But all 


Applications of this Kind were in vain ; nothing 
leſs than a total Overthrow of the Regal Su- 
premacy, and the Church of England, could 
moderate the boiling Spirits at Weſtminſter. 


And when Things were brought now to this 
2 


(46) / 
_ deſperate: Criſis, andthe: Houſes alteady appear'd 
in Arms with large Bodies of Troops about 
them, it was {till with the utmoſt Reluctanct 
and Sorrow, that the King prepared at laſt for 
the Safety of his own Perſon, for the Protection 
of bis Friends, and the Support of the Civil 
Eftabliſhment.- And both at this and all other 
Times during the War, in the very Heigbt as 
well as Decline of his Succeſſes, was he ever diſ- 
poſed to all equitable Terms of Accommoda- 
tion; inſomuch, that on the laſt Treaty for this 
Purpoſe, the Commons themſelves declared his 
Offers to be Hrisfactory, and a Grounm for 
Peace; and would have proceeded upon them 
to the Re- ſettlement of the Kingdom, if the 
Army had not then by Violence diſpoſſefß d 
the Members in thoſe Sentitnents of — Seats 
in Parliament. 
Thus were theſe brd Tioubles inflarn'd 
ak carried on to a fatal Concluſion, in the ini: 
quitous Deſtruction of a Prince, whoſe Abili- 
ties and Virtues, illuſtrious in Number and De- 
gree, unſullied by any Species of Vice, and con. 
feſs'd by his bittereſt — were an Orna- 
ment to his Chriſtian Profeſſion, and in a Sub- 
jet might have merited univerſal Eſteem” and 
ſupreme Honours, and with Royalty add a 
Luſtre to the brighteſt Throne. But the Way 


to 
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22. e na pay'd,- as it m che 
pected, by a ſad Profuſion of the beſt Blcod in 
three Kingdoms, by an utter Diſſipation af due 
Order and Authority, and by the Ruins of our 


whole Conſtitution; accompanied, moreover, 
with that Diſtraction and Wretchedneſs of the 
whole Land, that Profanation and Proſtitution 
of every Thing ſacred, that 3 wy 
vity in every Point of Morals, that ce 
the Proteſtant Name, and to n Ales 
Itſelf, as might cauſe the juſteſt Dread of a ſe- 


vere Viſitation from Heaven, and be a Leſſon 


of eternal Instruction 3 the * Enormi- 
ties, nat 

* * lune we may leans ie real Uk 
and Defign of this Day's Solemnity; not, as 
ſome have — it, to perpetuate old 
Feuds and Animoſities, but to bury and ex- 
tinguiſb them, by: correcting the ſower Spirit of 
Diviſion and Faction, and — the 
cloſeſt Union of Britiſb Hearts for the 0 
Tranquillity and Welfare. Ndr again, was 
defigned to charge as, at this ' Djfance, with 

the Guilt of our Forefathers, but to purge us 
from all Partzcipation in it, by thus expreſſing 
religiouſly before God our deepeſt Abhorrence 
of the whole; to. deter us alſo from contracts 
ing, as we may do, any -— or "OO" - 
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ahi ſame, by Shar wp Mon”. i or efpou ge 


 abetting their Crimes; and thus to implore 
from the Almi ghty, not merely his Forgive- 
neſs: to ui of that Age's Sins, but his Mercy to 


our own, that no Aggravation of his Diſpleaſure 


to this People | might ariſe from our Abuſe of 


his Forbearance to freſh National Pollutions. 
Such, doubtleſs; were the general and pious Ends 

of this Ordinance ; and ſuch, ſurely, are Reaſons 
no leſs urgent for the laſting Continuance than 


for the firſt Introduction of it; eſpecially at all 


Seaſons, when civil Diſſenſions run high, and 
groſs Corruptions in Faith and | Manners are 


ſpreading wide and deep through the Kingdom. 


Jo apply therefore the whole with the beſt 
Effects to ourſelves, let us learn from hence; 
in the firſt Place, to join heartily and ſeriouſly 
in the true Principles and Practice of our holy 


Religion, not ſuffering any Zeal for Liberties, 


of what kind: ſoever, to become with us a mere 
Cloak: of | Maliciouſneſs, to tranſport us beyond 
the Bounds of Duty, into a contemptuous Diſ- 
regard, or a cold Neglect of the Chriſtian In- 
ſtitutions; - remembering that ſuch a Spirit of 


Prophaneneſs and Licentiouſneſs is not only a 


crying. Sin againſt Heaven, but a fare Inlet to 
civil Maladies and Confuſions. This was plain- 


4 y OT OI in the laſt 


COL 5 


(r 9), 
Century, and without a due check and Di- 
couragement, may produce no un Evils in an- 
other. 

In the laſt Place, let the Memory of former 
Times teach us farther a juſt Regard to Au- 
- thority, Order, and: a legal Government ; Jew- 

els too precious in every State, to be lightly 
ſpurn d and defac d, or to be wantonly ſacri- 
fic'd to private Reſentments, or mere Ca- 
price, or even to ſtrong Diſguſts with ſome 
publick Meaſures. Inſtead therefore of ſti- 
mulating the Multitude, like Incendiaries of 
old, into Scoffs and Outrage againſt Dig 
| —_ of all- Ranks, and fomenting a froward 
| of Defamation * and Diſcontent, let 
2 8 mper a Warmth of Heart and a Firmneſs 
'of Mind for the Public Good, with a mild 


Compoſure and Decency of Deportment to the 
higher Powers ; preſerving under all Fluctua- 
tions of Affairs, a deep Veneration for the Legi- 


ſlature and Conſtitution, a moſt dutiful Affection 


and inviolable Attachment to his preſent Majeſty 
and his Royal Houſe, with a vigorous Concur- 
rence of all Parties for the mutual inſeparable 

Happineſs both of Prince and People, | 


Now to God * Father, '&c, 
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